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Special  Release  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  April  14,  1940 

HAY  Am  PASTURE  REPORT  AS  OF  KAY  1,  1940. 


HA.Y:_  The  May  1  condition  of  tome  hay  is  reported  as  80  percent  of  normal 
compared  with  a  10-year  average  of  78  percent  and  with  81  percent  a  year  ago. 
Alfalfa  and  other  tame  hays  have  m£?.de  very  good  growth  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  but  in  .most  central  and  eastern  States  the  development  of  tame 
hay  crops  has  "been  retarded  by  the  cold,  late  spring.    Reported  May  1  con- 
dition is  however,  above  average  in  nearly  all  States  north  and  west  of  the  . 
Ohio  and  'iississippi  Rivers.    The  situation  is  less  promising  farther  east 
■  where  Hay  1  condition  is  generally  below  the  10~year  average.     In  the  eastern 
Cotton  Belt  the  condition  of  tame  hay  on  Hay  1  is  not  very  significant  because 
much  of  the  hoy  crop  is  mr.de  from  lespedeza,  and  from  cowpeas  and  other  summer 
legumes. 

Stocks  of  old  hay  on  farms  on  May  1,  1940,  are  about  10,865,000  tons,  or 
5j  million  tons  less  than  on  May  1,  1939,  but  nearly  2  million  tons  more  than 
the  10-year  (1929-38)  average. 

The  heavy  farm  carry-over  of  old  hay. on  May  1,  1939  and  the  big  1939 
crop  provided  a  lar<^e  supply  of  hay -last  fall,  but  farm  aisappearance  has  been 
heavy  during  i.he  Y.incer.     Large  quaint  it  ies  of  hay  wer^  ^jsed  in  the  East  and  in 
"much  of  the  Mi3pii?sippi  Valley  "oecause  of  the  hard  winloi  cx.d  late  spring  and 
in  the  ^  South^7e.-3t  iTiec^^v-Lse  oL  'the  lack  of  the-.usml  wht^r.:!'.  pa'iti  j^age .     In  the 
RoclC;''  MountaJ.iis  and  IPox  V/estern  States  the.  \7 inter ~  v/as  ger.\era].ly  mild  and  hay 
feedina,  was  light,    The  present  (May  1)  farm  stockf>  of  hay  ' are  near  or  above 
'  averags  in  most  States,  hvt  are  below  average  m  au  area  centering  in  Colora,do, 
"  ITebraslia,  Kansas  and  Oklahoma  a.nd  -another  area  extend.'.ng  from  Hew  England  to 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  "■' 

PASTURES  J.    ^^ithrapid  growth  of  grass  west  of  the  C<"ntinental  Divide  offset  by 
delayed  development  in  ee^stern  portions  of  the  cocj.try  wliere  rnoDsture  conditions 
indicate  favora^ble  prospects',  farm  pastures  on  May  1  vvere  only  about  average  but 
showed  possibilities  for  mjiterial  improvement  during  the  next  month.    For  the 
country  as  a  ^whole  the  condition  of  pastures  averaged  74  percent  of  normal  com-- 
pared  with  76  percent  on  May  1  a  year  ag'O  and  an  average  of  74.4  percent  for  the 
date  during  the  10-year  period  1929-38.    The  condition  of  western  ranges  averaged 
84  percent  compared  with  78  percent  last  year  and  a  10-year  average  of  80  percent. 

Dvxing  April  considerable  improvement  in  pastures  was  noted  in  the  belt 
of  States  extending  from  Montana  and  South  Dakota  southeastward  to  the  Gulf, 
where  pastures  a  month  ago "were  reported  in  poor  condition.    Moisture  supplies 
in  these  States  were  much  improved  by  April  rains.    Lack  of  moistijre,  however, 
is  still  a  limiting  factor  in  western  Kansas,  south  central  and  southwestern 
Nebraska,  eastern  Colorado,  the  Panhandle  territory,  southern  Texas,  and  much 
of  New  Mexico. 


ALL  HAY  ,  :      ,    TAIffi  HA.Y         _  _  :  _PASTUp. 


Stocks_on  farms  Majr  1  Condition  Ma^r  1  :  Conditi^njia^^l 


State 

: Average  : 

• 
• 

: Average : 

• 

:Average : 

• 

:  1929-38  : 

1939  : 

1940 

: 1929-38: 

1939  : 

1940  j_1929-38: 

1939  : 

1940 

Thousand  tons 

Percent 

Percent 

Me. 

116 

132 

111 

87 

83  ■ 

89 

84 

78 

84 

N.H. 

47 

45 

56 

88 

82 

89 

84 

80 

84 

Vt . 

91 

.  ^100: 

-  80 

-  ;  ^  88  . 

82 

.  89 

V  87 

79 

85 

Mas  s . 

■    '56  ■ 

:  :  52 

.\,3^: 

-    -.  -S?  :' 

85 

.-.85 

84- 

87 

82 

E.I. 

■5^  : 

.  .;  .3 ,  - . 

•    :v  4  .. 

.85 

..  83 

■  80 

74 

76 

Conn . 

46 

63': 

■25^\ 

86 

89    -  - 

;  .  84 

.  :  :  83 

33 

80 

NIY.  ' 

577 

,  6,60  . : 

275 

,  .  79 

82  - 

73; 

•.  .77 

79  • 

71 

N^J  . , 

52" 

'.67.'  . 

...44 

.: 8.1.  ■ 

83 

76 

80 

30 

70 

Pa. 

404 

'527 

267 

79 

84 

76 

77 

31 

72 

Ohio 

360 

-  .5,95  . 

.  358 

78 

,83 

81 

-  76 

'  80 

73 

^Ind: 

'      314  ^ 

'  ^604  '  . 

■  .■.3  27  , 

'.,   '  77.  . 

82 

81 

77  . 

81 

76 

111.  • 

443  ' 

"948 

•"B2a: 

76  . 

.  84 

82 

76 

81 

77 

Mich. 

■  362  • 

"'   598  . 

,  413 

,  77 

.  .  86 

80 

71 

80 

70 

V/is.  ■ 

484 

1 , 064    ■  ■ 

731 

.  .  .'  78  . 

82 

82 

75 

81 

73 

Minn. 

515 

1,232 

79V 

74 

82 

77 

70 

77 

70 

Iowa 

455 

920 

644 

76 

80 

81 

76  . 

80 

78 

Mo..: 

313 

656 

470 

74 

81 

77 

75- 

:  80 

73 

¥,Dak; 

:  ■      206  ■ 

446 

350 

62 

65 

68 

56 

61 

63 

S.Dak. 

206 

457 

340 

70 

63 

75 

66 

63 

70 

Nebr . 

400 

817 

269 

77 

73 

70 

73 

70 

64 

Kahs . 

180 

361 

115 

,  73 

76 

74 

67 

69 

62 

Del. 

■  10 

14 

8 

79 

87 

80 

•  .  76 

84 

74 

Md . 

64  ■ 

90 

63 

77 

87 

76 

.  75  ■ 

•  85 

71 

Va.  : 

131 

197 

120 

78 

84 

76 

.  78  , 

83 

69 

W.Va. 

76 

114 

.73 

79 

79 

75 

76 

75 

69 

N.C. 

"128 

237 

238 

78  . 

79 

76 

79 

80 

72 

s.G. 

'^'^    82  ■ 

127 

134 

67 

73 

69 

72 

76 

65 

Ga. 

'■■  101 

.  171 

. .  125 

72 

77 

66 

.77 

79 

63 

ria. 

13 

17 

12 

71 

72 

73 

-  76 

75 

76 

'237 

385 

225 

79 

82 

77 

78 

30 

70 

Tenn. 

260 

..  5QS  

.  251 

77 

80 

73 

78 

79 

67 

Ala. 

-  124  ■ 

•  206 

.  145 

69 

73. 

64 

:  77^ 

80 

68 

Miss\  - 

279 

236 

71 

•74 

68 

T 77 

78 

69 

Ark. 

"  159 

220 

187 

76 

78 

76 

80 

30 

76 

La. 

40 

36 

34 

73 

75 

73 

77 

80 

79 

Okla.'  ' 

'  108 

216 

.  68 

70 

69 

.71 

68 

69 

66 

Tex. 

•  ■  144 

220 

192 

69 

67  . 

71 

•  ■■74:  . 

•  .  66 

72 

Mont , 

'219 

303 

686 

79 

.84,  , 

33  . 

71 

31 

87 

Idaho 

199 

337 

250 

86 

90  ■ 

94  • 

82 

32 

94 

Wyo . 

'  157 

207 

164 

85 

86_  ■ 

86. 

;79. 

81. 

84 

Colo.' 

232 

385 

163 

82 

89 

84 

70. 

;  83 

73 

F.Mex . 

32 

40 

36 

81 

80  . 

82 

6-3 

■86 

80 

Ariz . 

34 

50 

..  ..  72 

89 

87  ^ 

79 

88 

86 

79 

Utah 

82 

112 

"  72 

84 

85  . 

92 

79 

79 

89 

Hev. 

47 

■      94-  ■ 

r ..?3" 

,82 

91 

83 

,82, 

.  86 

95 

V/ash . 

135 

209 

•  "231 

83 

85 

94 

78 

79 

94 

Or  eg. 

160 

296 

..  2^6. 

■  85 

83 

94 

82 

78 

95 

Calif, 

287 

460 

391 

83 

82  " 

88 

73 

67 

92 

U.S. 

9^^032 

16^377 

10^865 

78 

81. 

80 

74 

76 

74 
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